LPS Designated Facilities Patients’ Rights
(Designated to provide inpatient behavioral health services – for a list of facilities,
click here. The information below is not an exhaustive list. For a complete list of
resident rights, please contact the Patient Advocacy Program at (619) 282-1134.)
California Welfare and Institutions Code Section 5325
(a) To wear his or her own clothes; to keep and use his or her own personal possessions
including his or her toilet articles; and to keep and be allowed to spend a reasonable sum of his
or her own money for canteen expenses and small purchases.
(b) To have access to individual storage space for his or her private use.
(c) To see visitors each day.
(d) To have reasonable access to telephones, both to make and receive confidential calls or to
have such calls made for them.
(e) To have ready access to letter writing materials, including stamps, and to mail and receive
unopened correspondence.
(f) To refuse convulsive treatment including, but not limited to, any electroconvulsive treatment,
any treatment of the mental condition which depends on the induction of a convulsion by any
means, and insulin coma treatment.
(g) To refuse psychosurgery. Psychosurgery is defined as those operations currently referred to
as lobotomy, psychiatric surgery, and behavioral surgery, and all other forms of brain surgery if
the surgery is performed for the purpose of any of the following:
(1) Modification or control of thoughts, feelings, actions, or behavior rather than the treatment of
a known and diagnosed physical disease of the brain.
(2) Modification of normal brain function or normal brain tissue in order to control thoughts,
feelings, actions, or behavior.
(3) Treatment of abnormal brain function or abnormal brain tissue in order to modify thoughts,
feelings, actions or behavior when the abnormality is not an established cause for those thoughts,
feelings, actions, or behavior.
Psychosurgery does not include prefrontal sonic treatment wherein there is no destruction of
brain tissue. The Director of Health Care Services and the Director of State Hospitals shall
promulgate appropriate regulations to assure adequate protection of patients’ rights in such
treatment.
(h) To see and receive the services of a patient advocate who has no direct or indirect clinical or
administrative responsibility for the person receiving mental health services.
(i) Other rights, as specified by regulation.
Some of the rights listed above ((a) through (e)) may be limited when good cause exists to do so.
California Welfare and Institutions Code Section 5325.1
(a) A right to treatment services which promote the potential of the person to function
independently. Treatment should be provided in ways that are least restrictive of the personal
liberty of the individual.
(b) A right to dignity, privacy, and humane care.

(c) A right to be free from harm, including unnecessary or excessive physical restraint, isolation,
medication, abuse, or neglect. Medication shall not be used as punishment, for the convenience
of staff, as a substitute for program, or in quantities that interfere with the treatment program.
(d) A right to prompt medical care and treatment.
(e) A right to religious freedom and practice.
(f) A right to participate in appropriate programs of publicly supported education.
(g) A right to social interaction and participation in community activities.
(h) A right to physical exercise and recreational opportunities.
(i) A right to be free from hazardous procedures.

