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By Stefanie Dazio
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES >> A scuba dive boat 
captain was convicted Monday of 
criminal negligence in the deaths 
of 34 people killed in a fire aboard 
the vessel in 2019, the deadliest 
maritime disaster in recent U.S. 
history.

The U.S. attorney’s office in Los 
Angeles confirmed Jerry Boylan 
was found guilty of one count of 
misconduct or neglect of ship of-
ficer, a pre-Civil War statute collo-
quially known as seaman’s man-
slaughter that was designed to 

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Boat captain 
found guilty 
in blaze that 
left 34 dead

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL KITADA

Rabbi Yisroel Ciner, left, dances and celebrates with Yakov Shuster as Carol Yellen watches during a b’nai mitzvah ceremony Monday in 
Irvine. The ceremony gave 59 Jewish Holocaust survivors the faith-affirming coming-of-age rites that were denied them under Nazi rule.

Ciner holds a Torah so some of the attendees can kiss it. The event, which drew the survivors and 
their loved ones from Orange and San Diego counties to the Merage Jewish Community Center, was 
sponsored by the Honig Family Foundation, a nonprofit started by a Newport Beach philanthropist.

By Lou Ponsi  
and Hanna Kang
Southern California News Group

In the Jewish faith, when a bar 
mitzvah is held for a 13-year-old 
boy or a bat mitzvah for a 12-year-
old girl, they are then considered 
religiously responsible adults 
within their faith.

For 59 Holocaust survivors 
from Orange and San Diego coun-
ties who came of age during war 
or in the years of tumult after, and 
who never had the opportunity to 
affirm their faith through the sa-
cred rites of passage, a b’nai mitz-
vah (the term for a ceremony for 
multiple people) held Sunday at 
the Merage Jewish Community 
Center in Irvine was described as 
an “overdue celebration” of their 

COMMUNITY

IN OC, A HOLOCAUST 
WRONG IS RIGHTED

By John Woolfolk
Bay Area News Group

California voters last year 
dealt a crushing bust to a pair 
of competing ballot initiatives 
to legalize sports wagering, but 
the Golden State is too big of 
a prize for gaming interests to 
just fold and walk away. Now, a 
mystery player has anted up for 
another round at the ballot box.

Proponents have filed with 

the state attorney general’s of-
fice to launch a pair of proposed 
measures for the November 
2024 ballot that would allow 
on-site and online sports bet-
ting in California through the 
state’s recognized Indian tribes. 
But California’s gaming tribes 
aren’t on board, and it’s unclear 
who’s bankrolling the effort.

“That seems to be the million 
dollar question: Who are these 

CALIFORNIA

Who’s the mystery man behind new sports betting measures?
Zach Young of 

New Haven, 
Conn., places 

a bet at one of 
the new sports 

wagering kiosks 
at Foxwoods 

Resort Casino in 
Mashantucket, 
Conn., in 2021.

SUSAN HAIGH   
THE ASSOCIATED 
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TODAY’S FORECAST
Coastal:
Inland:

High 69/Low 55
High 71/Low 51

Full weather report A18

By Jill Colvin,Michael R. 
Sisak, Jennifer Peltz  
and Eric Tucker
The Associated Press

NEW YORK >> Former President 
Donald Trump vigorously de-
fended his wealth and business 
Monday, tangling from the wit-

ness stand with the judge over-
seeing his civil fraud trial and 
denouncing as a “political witch 
hunt” a lawsuit accusing him of 
dramatically inflating his net 
worth.

Trump’s long-awaited testi-
mony about property valuations 
and financial statements was 

punctuated by personal jabs at a 
judge he said was biased against 
him and at the New York attor-
ney general, whom he derided 
as a “political hack.” He proudly 
boasted of his real estate busi-
ness — “I’m worth billions of dol-
lars more than the financial state-
ments” — and disputed claims 
that he had deceived banks and 
insurers.

“This is the opposite of fraud,” 

NEW YORK

Trump lashes out from stand
Ex-president takes aim at judge, state attorney 
general during testimony at his civil fraud trial

Former President 
Donald Trump 
waits to take the 
witness stand 
in New York 
Supreme Court 
on Monday.

EDUARDO MUNOZ 
ALVAREZ 
THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS
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By Najib Jobain, Jack Jeffery 
and Lee Keath
The Associated Press

KHAN YOUNIS, GAZA STRIP >> The 
Israeli army severed northern 
Gaza from the rest of the be-
sieged territory and pounded it 
with airstrikes Monday, prepar-
ing for expected ground battles 
with Hamas militants in Gaza’s 
largest city and an even bloodier 
phase of the month-old war.

Already, the Palestinian death 
toll surpassed 10,000, the Health 
Ministry of the Hamas-run Gaza 
Strip said Monday. The minis-
try does not distinguish between 
fighters and civilians. Some 1,400 
Israelis have died, mostly civil-
ians killed in the Oct. 7 incursion 
by Hamas that started the war.

The war has quickly become 
the deadliest Israeli-Palestinian 
violence since Israel’s establish-
ment 75 years ago, with no end 
in sight as Israel vows to remove 

MIDEAST WAR

North Gaza 
is isolated 
from south 
by Israel
Forces expected to enter 
largest city soon, engage 
Hamas fighters on ground
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Chargers keep a firm grip 
on Jets in 27-6 victory
Defense collects eight sacks, 
Austin Ekeler scores two TDs as 
L.A. evens record at 4-4. SPORTS 

NFL

DUSTIN SATLOFF — GETTY IMAGES/TNS

Irvine gathering makes 
up for bar mitzvahs 
and bat mitzvahs that 
survivors never had 
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By Michael Slaten
mslaten@scng.com

A court filing seeking 
an injunction to stop the 
recall election of Santa 
Ana Councilmember Jes-
sie Lopez is expected to 
be heard by a judge today, 
after questions arose over 
which ward map should 
have been used to gather 
signatures.

Lawyers representing 
resident Guadalupe Oc-
ampo filed the request Fri-
day, arguing the election is 
invalid because it failed to 
collect enough valid signa-
tures and ballots were sent 
to ineligible voters. More 

than 350 voters received 
ballots who shouldn’t have, 
according to the filing, 
and more than 1,100 peo-

ple who could vote in the 
election didn’t get a ballot.

Lopez was elected to 
Ward 3 in 2020, before 
the boundaries of that 
district were changed in 
2022 based on the latest 
U.S. census. The 2022 ver-
sion was used in calculat-
ing how many signatures 
needed to be collected to 
force the recall election 
and what voters would re-
ceive ballots. O.C. Regis-
trar of Voters Bob Page 
contacted Santa Ana lead-
ers about the map question 
on Oct. 26.

The filing requests the 
court issue a declara-
tion that the city was re-

quired to certify the recall 
based on pre-redistricting 
boundaries.

If the court doesn’t stop 
the election, the request 
asks the judge to have 
ballots issued to all reg-
istered voters in the pre-
redistricted boundaries 
of Ward 3 and not count 
ballots cast by voters not 
within that area.

Voting is already under-
way in the Nov. 14 special 
election.

Ocampo, a registered 
voter in the pre-redis-
tricted boundaries of Ward 
3, does not live in the ward 
after the new boundar-
ies were drawn in 2022 

and did not receive a bal-
lot, according to the court 
filing. She says in the fil-
ing she voted in the 2020 
election and is now being 
“deprived” of her right to 
vote on who should repre-
sent her community on the 
City Council.

Lopez could not be im-
mediately reached for com-
ment. The Santa Ana City 
Council deadlocked last 
week on whether to cancel 
the election, with at least 
one councilmember saying 
it should be up to a court 
to decide.

Tim Rush, chair of the 
recall campaign against 
Lopez, said the filing is 

just another tactic to kill 
the recall.

“That’s unfortunate, es-
pecially at this late hour,” 
Rush said. “It was interest-
ing that nobody claimed 
that they felt their civil 
rights have been violated 
up until now.”

Rush said the recall sup-
porters followed all the di-
rections given by the city 
clerk and “if she had told 
us to turn around three 
times, and click our heels, 
and point north, well that’s 
what we’d do. We did what 
she told us to do.”

A hearing is scheduled 
before Judge Craig Griffin 
at 8:45 a.m. today.

ELECTION

Judge to weigh effort to stop Santa Ana recall over district map

ronment.”
The 1,300-acre coastal 

estuary is an important 
open space and coastal wet-
land with an estimated 800 
species living there, includ-
ing coyotes — they play an 
important role in helping 
keep the rodent population 
under control.

Coyotes are “opportunis-
tic feeders,” feeding on any-
thing from rodents to fruit, 
garbage and pet food.

“Historically, we had 
found meats out in the ar-
eas and we immediately did 
outreach,” Borde said. In an 
area off Graham and Bolsa 
Chica streets, there was ev-
idence of someone who had 
put leftover meat in the lot. 
In a neighborhood near the 
wetlands, someone left be-

hind steak.
“The one thing that I 

want to highlight is that 
the coyotes can be unpre-
dictable and in some cases 
cause human injury,” she 
said.

Many attacks are directly 
related to food sourcing or 
human feeding.

“We don’t want that, we 
want visitors to feel safe 
when they’re here. We also 
want to protect the wildlife. 
So prevention is key. Even 
though humans sometimes 
think they’re doing good for 
wildlife, they are actually 
causing more harm,” Borde 
said about trying to provide 
food for the animals. “They 
become habituated and it 
can be more dangerous for 
pets and humans.”

She also warns people to 
not leave pet food or water 
outside at home.

“If they’re able to access 
these things, or if we’re 

feeding them, it changes 
their natural behavior,” she 
said, adding that a “prob-
lematic coyote that has be-
come habituated to humans 
cannot be trapped and re-
leased somewhere else be-
cause you’re not fixing the 
problem. You’re just mov-
ing it to another neighbor-
hood.”

In some cases, a coyote 
may have to be killed if it 
becomes a safety risk to hu-
mans.

It is illegal to feed the 
wildlife, and is considered 
harassment of animals, 
Borde said.

“You’re basically altering 
or disrupting their natural 
behavior. Naturally, they 
should be out hunting, for-
aging — they are part of 
our ecosystem they need to 
be eating natural rodents, 
whatever it be, not human 
food, not pet food,” she said. 
“And then it can also cause 

them to eventually be a hu-
man safety risk.”

Last week, there was a 
human interaction where 
the coyote wasn’t aggres-

sive, but it wasn’t fearful, 
either, Borde said.

“That is a sign that they 
are being fed and it’s near 
the urban area. It’s right 

near the neighborhood at 
the edge of the property 
where we’re seeing them on 
the east side of the ecologi-
cal reserve,” she said.

A month ago, there were 
seven reports in three days 
about coyotes approaching 
humans.

The coyotes recently en-
countering humans are 
standing nearby, within 
5-to-10 feet, just staring at 
the people, likely waiting 
for food, according to re-
ports.

“Hazing is absolutely crit-
ical in that situation,” Borde 
said. “You want to make 
yourself big, make sounds, 
clap your hands. Whatever 
you need to do for human 
safety that makes that coy-
ote very uncomfortable.”

It’s also important, Borde 
added, to report encounters 
so officials can track inter-
actions or acts of aggres-
sion.

Coyotes
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“Jewish identity and heri-
tage that was robbed from 
them during their youth.”

When Walter Lachman, 
95, was to have his bar mitz-
vah in 1941, the ceremony 
had to be held in a school-
house because all the syn-
agogues in the community 
had been destroyed by Nazi 
violence. His mother died 
of leukemia when he was 7 
and his father of tuberculo-
sis just four years later.

“Mad at God” for all he 
had lost, Lachman, who 
had been born in Berlin, re-
fused during the ceremony 
to read from the Torah. The 
next year he was put on a 
train with his grandmother 
and taken to the first of 
three concentration camps 
he survived before being 
liberated April 15, 1945.

The Laguna Niguel resi-
dent said he found closure 
properly commemorating 
the belated rite of passage 
with Sunday’s celebration.

“I don’t know what got 
into my head as a 13-year-
old kid,” Lachman said, 
having regretted his deci-
sion later in life. “I’ve been 
looking forward to this 
event.”

The ceremony was spon-
sored by the Honig Fam-
ily Foundation, a nonprofit 
started by Newport Beach 
philanthropist and entre-
preneur Ken Honig, and 
featured survivors who im-
migrated to the U.S. from 
14 countries, including Al-
geria, France, Germany and 
Ukraine.

“Their Holocaust-era 

experiences vary tremen-
dously, as does their coun-
try of origin, age and stage 
of life at the time of WWII,” 
said Honig, a student of the 
Holocaust who helped build 
the Merage center and fund 
Chapman University’s Holo-
caust studies program.

“Theirs is a tapestry, a big 
picture made up of many 
different individual stories 
threaded throughout that 
time in history,” he said dur-
ing Sunday’s ceremony. “We 
have here those who were 
young adults and those who 
were infants or in utero and 
who may not have their per-

sonal memories, but whose 
lives were imprinted during 
the years following the war 
as they came to understand 
their collective losses.”

The oldest survivor to 
be celebrated in Sunday’s 
b’nai mitzvah was 102-year-
old Helen Weil of Laguna 
Woods.

She was born in Ger-
many in 1921, and her par-
ents and older sister were 
deported to a concentra-
tion camp in 1938, where 
they died. With help, she 
managed to escape to Eng-
land and stay with a family 
in the Yorkshire region be-

fore eventually obtaining a 
visa to come to the United 
States at age 20. She never 
had the chance for a tradi-
tional bat mitzvah.

“Now I’m here to still en-
joy life,” Weil said, describ-
ing the “wonderful” feeling 
of participating in a b’nai 
mitzvah. “It’s a holiday we 
are celebrating today.”

Laura Breitberg, 83, was 
just 8 months old when war 
broke out in Russia and her 
family fled to Siberia.

“And on the way we were 
bombed several times and 
some of my relatives were 
killed,” said Breitberg, a San 

Diego County resident.
“I think that today, it’s a 

great thing,” Breitberg said 
of the b’nai mitzvah held 
for the survivors. “And es-
pecially very symbolic for 
me personally because I’m 
getting bat mitzvah to cel-
ebrate, to be proud of be-
ing Jewish, to celebrate 
this thing and to show the 
younger generation how 
important it is to keep your 
Jewish identity.”

Honig said he was in-
spired to organize the b’nai 
mitzvah during a trip to Je-
rusalem in January, when 
he made a pilgrimage to the 

Western Wall, also known 
as the Wailing Wall.

For centuries, the wall 
has served as a symbol of 
faith and a place for prayer 
and reflection for Jews.

“After witnessing many 
of the elderly praying there, 
I started to think about how 
many of these people had a 
bar or bat mitzvah in their 
past” said Honig, a former 
wrestler, rugby player and 
real estate developer who 
retired at age 37 to engage 
in charity work.

When he returned to Cal-
ifornia, Honig said, he ap-
proached the Jewish Feder-
ation communities in San 
Diego and Orange County 
about finally giving Holo-
caust survivors the opportu-
nity. With the help of local 
Jewish Family Service pro-
grams, which provide sup-
port and services to survi-
vors, the offer to participate 
went out.

There are about 400 Ho-
locaust survivors in Orange 
and San Diego counties, 
said Carole Yellen, senior 
director for the Center for 
Jewish Care at Jewish Fam-
ily Service of San Diego.

Though planning for the 
b’nai mitzvah started ear-
lier this year, the recent at-
tack on Israel added new 
meaning to the day, Yellen 
said.

“In the midst of the 
heartbreak that we’re ex-
periencing as a Jewish 
community, we have to 
take moments to celebrate 
loudly and proudly our Jew-
ish identity and opportuni-
ties to celebrate in the Jew-
ish community,” she said. 
“And that, I think, is giv-
ing a lot of people healing 
at this time.”

Rituals
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hold steamboat captains 
and crew responsible for 
maritime disasters. Boylan 
was the only person to face 
criminal charges connected 
to the fire.

He could get 10 years be-
hind bars when he’s sen-
tenced Feb. 8.

Relatives of those killed 
hugged one another and 
wept outside the courtroom 
after the verdict was read. 
They thanked the FBI case 
agent who led the investi-
gation.

Clark and Kathleen Mc-
Ilvain, whose son Charles 
died at age 44, said they 
were relieved that there is 
finally accountability for 
their loss.

“We are very happy that 
the world knows that Jerry 
Boylan was responsible for 
this and has been found 
guilty,” Clark McIlvain said.

Boylan can appeal. His 

public defenders declined 
to comment as they left the 
courthouse.

The verdict comes more 
than four years after the 
Sept. 2, 2019, tragedy, which 
prompted changes to mar-
itime regulations, congres-
sional reform and civil law-
suits.

The Conception was an-
chored off Santa Cruz Is-
land, 25 miles south of 
Santa Barbara, when it 
caught fire before dawn on 
the final day of a three-day 
excursion, sinking less than 
100 feet from shore.

Thirty-three passengers 
and a crew member per-
ished, trapped in a bunk-
room below deck. Among 
the dead were the deck-
hand, who had landed her 
dream job; an environ-
mental scientist who did 
research in Antarctica; a 
globe-trotting couple; a 
Singaporean data scien-
tist; and a family of three 
sisters, their father and his 
wife.

Boylan was the first to 

abandon ship and jump 
overboard. Four crew mem-
bers who joined him also 
survived.

Although the exact cause 
of the blaze remains unde-
termined, the prosecutors 
and defense sought to as-
sign blame throughout the 
trial.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
said Boylan failed to post 
the required roving night 
watch and never properly 
trained his crew in firefight-
ing. The lack of the roving 
watch meant the fire was 
able to spread undetected 
across the 75-foot boat.

Boylan’s attorneys sought 
to pin blame on boat owner 
Glen Fritzler, who with his 
wife owns Truth Aquat-
ics Inc., which operated 
the Conception and two 
other scuba dive boats, of-
ten around the Channel Is-
lands.

They argued that Fritzler 
was responsible for failing 
to train the crew in fire-
fighting and other safety 
measures, as well as creat-

ing a lax seafaring culture 
they called “the Fritzler 
way,” in which no captain 
who worked for him posted 
a roving watch.

Three days after the in-
ferno, Truth Aquatics and 
the Fritzlers filed a lawsuit 
under a pre-Civil War pro-
vision of maritime law that 
allows it to limit its liability 
to the remains of the boat, 
which was a total loss. The 
time-tested legal maneu-
ver has been successfully 
employed by the owners of 
the Titanic and other ves-
sels, and requires the Frit-
zlers show they were not at 
fault.

The couple’s attorneys 
did not respond to re-
quests for comment. U.S. 
Attorney Martin Estrada 
declined to comment when 
asked if the Fritzlers would 
be charged now that prose-
cutors secured a guilty ver-
dict against Boylan.

“The captain is responsi-
ble for everything that hap-
pens on the ship, includ-
ing, most importantly, the 

safety of everyone on board 
that ship,” Estrada said out-
side the courthouse Mon-
day. Boylan “failed, utterly 
failed” in those duties, Es-
trada told reporters.

Two to three dozen fam-
ily members of the victims 
attended each day of the 
trial in downtown Los An-
geles. U.S. District Court 
Judge George Wu warned 
them against displaying 
emotion in the courtroom 
as they watched a 24-sec-
ond cellphone video show-
ing some of their loved ones’ 
last moments.

Kendra Chan, 26, was 
killed on the Conception, 
along with her father, Ray-
mond “Scott” Chan, 59. 
Kendra’s mother, Vicki 
Moore, said Monday that 
justice was served.

“A strong message came 
through that if you are cap-
tain of a boat, you are truly 
responsible and there are 
consequences if you don’t 
follow the law,” Moore said 
outside the courtroom after 
the verdict.

While the criminal trial 
is over, several civil lawsuits 
remain ongoing.

Three days after the 
blaze, Truth Aquatics filed 
suit in U.S. District Court 
in Los Angeles under a 
pre-Civil War provision of 
maritime law that allows it 
to limit its liability to the 
value of the remains of the 
boat, which was a total loss. 
The time-tested legal ma-
neuver has been success-
fully employed by the own-
ers of the Titanic and other 
vessels and requires the 
Fritzlers to show they were 
not at fault.

That case is pending, as 
well as others filed by vic-
tims’ families against the 
Coast Guard for alleged lax 
enforcement of the roving 
watch requirement.

The Channel Islands 
draw boaters, divers and 
hikers. Five of the eight 
Channel Islands comprise 
the national park and Santa 
Cruz is the largest within 
the park at about 96 square 
miles.
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JEFF GRITCHEN  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Santa Ana Councilmember 
Jessie Lopez speaks Jan. 
30 about a recall campaign 
against her. Voting on the 
recall has begun.

COURTESY OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Officials suspect that coyotes near the Bolsa Chica 
Ecological Reserve are being fed and are warning people 
about the dangers. Officials say feeding them upsets their 
natural habitat.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL KITADA

Jewish prayer shawls are held over the participants in a b’nai mitzvah ceremony involving 59 Holocaust survivors on 
Monday at Irvine’s Merage Jewish Community Center. The survivors had been denied their traditional bar mitzvahs and 
bat mitzvahs under Nazi rule and during the tumult after World War II. 
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