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served release paperwork to detainees. ICE served releases at the Brown Field 
station once-a-day at noon, and Border Patrol had to complete processing and 
include detainees on a morning list for release that day. 

Border Patrol Held the February 16, 2020 Newborn at the Chula Vista 
Station Overnight 

Shortly after the detainee delivered her baby at the station on February 16, 
2020, an ambulance took her and her newborn to a hospital where they 
received medical attention until their discharge on February 18, 2020. Once 
the woman and her newborn were medically cleared from Sharp Chula Vista 
Medical Center, Border Patrol transported the detainee and her newborn back 
to the Chula Vista station where they stayed overnight. Video footage of the 
cell where Border Patrol held the detainee and newborn showed that the 
newborn slept on a bench next to her mother without a sleep space such as a 
crib or bassinet, as shown in Figure 1. The next morning, Border Patrol 
transferred the detainee and her newborn to Brown Field Border Patrol station 
where ICE served them release paperwork. Border Patrol then transported 
them to a nongovernmental organization. 

Figure 1. Images of the Mother and Newborn Held Overnight at the Chula 
Vista Station 

Source: Chula Vista station video footage 

Border Patrol officials provided evidence of the following circumstances that 
may have limited its ability to release this family faster to avoid overnight 
detention: 

The detainee went into labor almost immediately after arriving at the 
Border Patrol station and agents were unable to complete the required 
processing and enter her information, including fingerprints, into e3. 

Agents took the detainee and her newborn back to the Chula Vista 
station because Border Patrol needed to complete processing in e3 before 
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november 2021: 
Senators write to DHS echoing 
our demands that CBP implement 
a policy of generally not detaining 
people who are pregnant, 
postpartum, and/or nursing, 
highlighting that doing so would 
align ICE and CBP policies.

JULY 2021: 
ICE reinstates a policy of 
generally not detaining people 
who are pregnant, postpartum, 
and/or nursing, which 
advocates welcome. 

november 2021: 
CBP issues directive for treatment 
of people who are pregnant, 
postpartum, and/or nursing. 
Rather than mirror ICE’s policy of 
presumptively not detaining this 
vulnerable population, the directive 
provides for alleged detention 
“safeguards,” including provision 
of juice, snacks, and infant formula. 

FebrUarY 16, 2020: 
Ana, a woman seeking asylum 
in the US is forced to give birth 
under dangerous conditions while 
in the custody of Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) at the 
Chula Vista Border Patrol Station.

aPrIL 8, 2020: 
ACLU-SDIC + JFS + Dr. Daniels file 
Department of Homeland Security 
Office of Inspector General (DHS 
OIG) Complaint, which achieves 
national news coverage, urging 
investigation into Ana’s experience 
and recommending a CBP policy of 
not detaining people who are preg-
nant, postpartum, and/or nursing. 

aPrIL 2020: 
Demands for investigation led 
by Sen. Blumenthal and echoed 
by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
then-Senator Kamala Harris, 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, 
and others.

JUne 2020: 
DHS OIG announces it will begin 
a formal investigation.

JULY 2021: 
DHS OIG publishes investigation 
findings, which identify 
deficiencies in agency practices, 
but otherwise clear CBP of 
wrongdoing in Ana’s case.

october 2022:
ACLU, CILP, and JFS lead sign-on 
letter from 130+ orgs and medical 
professionals, which features 
new account of CBP’s treatment 
of nursing mother and her 
infant and echoes demands 
for policy change.

aPrIL 2023: 
ACLU, CILP, and JFS lead second 
sign-on letter from 130+ orgs 
and medical professionals, which 
features new accounts of CBP’s 
treatment of pregnant women 
and their families and echoes 
demands for policy change.

A HISTORY OF THE ADVOCACY TO LIMIT THE DETENTION OF PREGNANT, POSTPARTUM, AND/OR NURSING PEOPLE IN CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION (CBP) CUSTODY 
This timeline provides an overview of a campaign led by Jewish Family Service of San Diego (JFS), ACLU, ACLU of San Diego & Imperial Counties (ACLU-SDIC), 

and the Center for Immigration Law and Policy at UCLA Law (UCLA CILP) urging changes in CBP policy to limit the agency’s detention of pregnant, postpartum, and/or nursing people. 

FebrUarY 2022: 
11 senators write a follow-up 
letter to DHS Secretary and CBP 
Commissioner echoing demand 
for policy change, emphasizing 
the reality that CBP’s new 
guidance is inadequate. 

maY 2024: 
Coalition launches Mother’s Day 
petition urging CBP to limit 
its detention of pregnant/
postpartum/nursing people 
and their families.

https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/new-guidance-fails-to-stop-mistreatment-of-pregnant-people-and-their-children-in-detention#:~:text=The%20risks%20of%20CBP%20detention,who%20are%20pregnant%2C%20postpartum%2C%20or
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/2021/review-february-16-2020-childbirth-chula-vista-border-patrol-station/oig-21-49-jul21
https://www.cbp.gov/document/directives/policy-statement-and-required-actions-regarding-pregnant-postpartum-nursing
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/detention/11032.4_IdentificationMonitoringPregnantPostpartumNursingIndividuals.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6937845-Blumenthal-OIGResponse- 6-2-20-Docx.html
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/emaoconnor/pregnant-woman-birth-border-patrol-aclu-complaint
https://www.aclu-sdic.org/sites/default/files/2020-04-07-oig-cmplt-final_redacted.pdf
https://pelosi.house.gov/news/press-releases/pelosi-statement-calling-for-immediate-investigation-into-abuse-and-mistreatment
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/emaoconnor/homeland-security-investigates-treatment-pregnant-detainees
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/emaoconnor/senators-call-for-an-investigation-of-alleged-mistreatment
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/new-evidence-of-horrific-treatment-of-pregnant-people-in-cbp-custody-reignites-demands-for-change

